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This article examines social continuity and discontinuity in the Hungarian political, economic and
cultural elites between 1988 and 2009. In these two decades, four empirical surveys (five among the
economic elite) have been carried out at the Institute for Political Science of the Hungarian Academy
of Sciences to explore the composition, recruitment, lifestyle and attitudes of different elite groups.
This large amount of data (4773 persons, in total) allows us to follow long term trends not yet
analysed and distinguish between several types of social processes in the Hungarian elite. The analysis
complements but also augments some of the main findings of the earlier literature on elite circulation
and reproduction under post-communism.
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