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Absztrakt: 
Our study focuses on the media representation of poverty and its impact on welfare 

attitudes in Hungary. Earlier research has shown that ethnicized portrayal of poverty 

in the mass media may have a detrimental effect on public support for public 

assistance to the poor. This analysis goes further by investigating the interplay 

between the influences of ethnic and status cues in shaping welfare attitudes. 

We argue that media images of extreme distress – even if avoid references to 

negative stereotypes –, send ambiguous signals, and the viewers’ reactions largely 

depend on the color of poverty in the media report. We conducted a video-vignette 

experiment, in which status (moderately poor or deeply distressed) and ethnicity 

(Roma or not) were manipulated. Our results show that the ethnic frame plays a 

minor role when hints on moderate poverty are presented. Cues of deep distress,  

on the other hand, prompt contrasting reactions in the two ethnic frames. 
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